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This year’s airman of the year is Tye Marquardt from Holdrege, NE. Tye has been involved in agriculture his entire 
life. In high school he worked at his local COOP in Indianola, NE. From there he was promoted to several different 
management positions at various ag retail locations throughout South Central Nebraska. He eventually landed in 
Kearney, NE where he was managing the Nebraska wholesale division for UAP. It was during this time that he met 
and began developing a great friendship with Jim Lindstrom, who owned and operated Nebraskaland Aviation. 

 In the spring of 2007 Tye left the wholesale world of UAP and went to work with Jim. Upon experiencing his first 
season in the aerial application industry, he was driven to get his pilot’s license. He started flight school in 
Bainbridge, Georgia in the fall of 2007. 

Tye finished flight school in February of 2008 and headed back to Nebraska. Jim gave Tye the opportunity to 
become a business partner that year. They worked side by side until 2012 when Tye purchased the remaining 
portion of the business. 

It was an exciting time for Tye, his wife Aimee, and their 5 kids. Nebraskaland Aviation was 
growing at a rapid pace, which opened the door to wonderful opportunities for Tye and 
Aimee’s children to join the family business.

The most important thing in Tye’s life is his family, and watching his kids become involved in 
Nebraskaland Aviation has been a dream come true for him. Tye and Aimee’s sons, Tony and 
Austin, work full-time at the Holdrege location. Their daughter, Alexis, and her husband, 
Travis, live in Juniata where Travis manages the Holstein location. Their youngest children, 
twins Derrek and Taya, are sophomores at Holdrege High School and help at Nebraskaland in 
the summers.

Over the years, Nebraskaland has expanded to serve a 22-county area in South Central Nebraska and North Central Kansas. There are locations in
Holdrege, Holstein, Alma, Minden, Phillipsburg, Kansas and Smith Center, Kansas. Tye also partners with three other families to operate O&S Flying
Service in Holdrege, Knox Ag Aviation in York and Anderson Aerial in Russell, Kansas. 

                                                                                         Nebraskaland just completed a major expansion of its facilities at Brewster Field. The project          
                                                                                         included demolishing its old hangars, which totaled about 4,500 square feet of space, and building a 
                                                                                         new 20,000-square-foot hangar. They have also recently completed paving the runway in Holstein, 
                                                                                         NE that was previously a grass strip. 
 
                                                                                         Tye’s constantly striving to improve his business, the Holdrege airfield, and his community. He serves 
                                                                                         on the Airport Authority Board in Holdrege and is also a partner in Holdrege Aviation, which provides 
                                                                                         many general aviation services to Holdrege’s expanding airport.  In October of 2023, he was awarded 
                                                                                          the 2023 large business of the year by the Phelps County Development Corporation. Nebraskaland 
                                                                                         Aviation was simultaneously inducted into the PCDC Business Hall of Fame.  

                                                                                         Nebraskaland Aviation currently employs over 40 people who are more like family to Tye. Tye
oftentimes mentions is that “Without our team and customer base in which we serve, Nebraskaland would not be what it is today.”  He will say
without hesitation that the team at Nebraskaland is the best group of people he has ever had the privilege of working with.
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Contact Taylor Moore with questions or to purchase an advertisement.
521 First Street, Milford, NE 68405 - Phone: 531-289-8323, Email: taylor@youraam.com

2024-25 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS:

PAST PRESIDENT PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SEC/TREAS NAAA REP
Ryan Stuhlmiller (25)

Alliance, NE
308-629-8111

Allison Johnson (26)
Cozad, NE

928-920-3743

Flynn Baker (26)
Kearney, NE

402-440-9272

AJ Underwood (26)
Roseland, NE
402-266-1536

Casey Williams (26)
Broken Bow, NE
308-440-2709

OPERATION SAFE
ANALYST

Alan Corr
Minden, NE

308-830-3086

ALLIED REP.
Michael Killinger (25)

Syngenta
Broken Bow, NE
308-631-9059

ALT. ALLIED REP.
Simon Ostrander (26)

BASF
Lincoln, NE

402-219-2088

EDUCATION
DIRECTOR

Jennifer Weisbrod
Lincoln, NE

402-472-1632

NATA SUPPORT
COMMITTEE

Amy May *
Lea Van Boening

Susan Thomas
Janet Cavanaugh
Jenny Goertzen
Rochelle Sihm

Sue Roth
Ellen Thomas

Sara Vogt

DIRECTORS:

Robert Shepard (26)
Franklin, NE

308-830-9759

Clifford Lakey (26)
Imperial, NE

308-883-2769

Randy Prellwitz (26)
Fairbury, NE

402-300-0076

Kole Pederson (25)
Lincoln, NE

218-790-4110

Paul Stellato (25)
Seward, NE

402-314-1562

Brent Wulf (25)
Elkhorn, NE

402-883-0189
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February 24-26, 2025
Younes Conference Center North, Kearney

 
February 23-25, 2026

Younes Conference Center North, Kearney
FUTURE NATA

CONVENTIONS

3THE NATA VOICE

2024 NATA Convention Photos
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2024 NATA Convention Photos
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Thank you
to our 2024
Sponsors!

Congratulations
to our Award

Winners!

2024 Airman of the Year
Tye Marquardt

2023 Allied Representative
Cass Corman, BASF

2024 Convention Comparison
Convention Attendance 2021 2022 2023 2024

NATA Members
Spouses
Tuesday PAASS Only
Convention Only
PAASS
Exhibits
Exhibitor Reps

70
11
10
5
76
30
61

116
15
4
20
119
38
75

135
8
0
15
107
46
93

70
11
10
5
76
46
85
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2025 NATA Scholarship Information

The 2025 NATA scholarships are available to any

Nebraska high school senior or individual continuing

their education.

Application forms must be received by December

31, 2024. The form can be found online at www.

nebraskaaviationtradesassociation.com.

Please read the general instructions before

completing your scholarship packet. The essay topic

is: “What are the biggest obstacles to the ag aviation

industry in your area? Discuss how they could be

overcome.” The essay must be a minimum of 400

words and must be typed and double spaced.

Application must include the signature of a Voting

member of the Nebraska Aviation Trades Association.

If you have any questions, please contact Taylor

Moore, Nebraska Aviation Trades Association at

531-289-8323 or email: taylor@youraam.com

Please send the completed application form to:

Nebraska Aviation Trades Association

ATTN: Taylor Moore

521 First Street

Milford, NE 68405

Thank you to our
2024 Exhibitors!

AERO GUARD AVIATION INSURANCE

AGRASYST, INC.

AGRISMART INFORMATION SYSTEMS LLC

AGRO-K CORPORATION 

ASSUREDPARTNERS AEROSPACE 

ATTICUS, LLC.

AVFUEL CORPORATION 

BASF 

BAYER 

BRANDT 

CD AVIATION SERVICES 

CHEM-MAN BY DATASMART 

CONSOLIDATED TURBINE SPECIALISTS 

CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE 

COVINGTON AIRCRAFT ENGINES

EGE PRODUCTS 

FAIRBANK EQUIPMENT 

FARM AIR,  INC. 

FBN 

FIELDCHECK/DRIFTWATCH 

FMC 

GARRCO PRODUCTS, INC 

GOWAN USA 

HELENA AGRI-ENTERPISES, LLC. 

INSERO 

INTERNATIONAL PROPELLER SERVICE 

JET A USA 

KUGLER COMPANY 

MID-CONTINENT AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 

NATA 

NORTH STAR AVIATION 

PRATT & WHITNEY CANADA 

REDLINE AVIATION, INC. 

ROVENSA NEXT 

SIMPLOT 

SKY TRACTOR LLC 

STANDARDAERO 

STORM AERONAUTICS 

SURE POINT AG SYSTEMS 

SYNGENTA 

TRANSLAND

TURBINE CONVERSIONS, LTD. 

UNL PESTICIDE APP. TECHNOLOGY LAB 

WIND-FALL DISTRIBUTORS 

WINFIELD UNITED
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DONORS
AgraSyst

AgraSyst

Arrow Aviation & Beckman Aircraft Maintenance

Atticus 

BASF

BASF

Bayer

Bayer

Brandt

Helena

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

NATA

Simplot 

Sky Tech

Syngenta 

Turbine Conversions

Valley Flying Service

Winfield

Winfield

AUCTION ITEM
Crown Royal Vanilla

Pendleton 

Beckman Certificate for 1100HR Inspection and Hat/Lanyard

Igloo Cooler - Tan

Solo Stove BASF 

BASF Barstools Pair 

2 Black Folding Chairs

YETI Bucket

Nebraska Star Beef Package

Thunderhead Case of Beer /Shirts/Poster

360° Degree Swivel Hunting Chair w/Armrests

9 Piece Set of Vanilla Coconut Home Spa Set

Airplane - Magical Metal Windmill

Airplane BOOKENDS

Airplane Propeller Wall Décor - Clock

AUTO ORD 1911AI 45ACP 4.25" 7R #AOA61289

BLAZER 22LR 38GR 1500C BKT 150

BOND ROUGHNECK W/TG 9MM 2.5" B #391972

Bungee Table - Large Fast Sling Puck Game

Deco 79 Metal Airplane Wall Decor

Dippyy Ring Toss Game for Adults

Electric Space Heater

Furbo 360° Dog Camera

Giant Golf Darts

HENRY BIG BOY BRASS 45LC 16.5" #BB001408GCR with Ammo 

HENRY MINI BOLT 22LR 16.25" MU #MB02182WMG

HERITAGE BARKEEP 22LR 1" 6RD G #3PH180152

HERITAGE RANCHER 22LR 16" US F#1BH839329

Hunting Backpack

JBL Go 3: Portable Speaker with Bluetooth

KSA CRICKETT G2 22LR MSSY OAK #1058308

KSA CRICKETT G2 22LR PINK LAM #1070861

Kusini Smores Maker Tabletop

Massage Gun Deep Tissue

NATA Billboard

NATA Directory - Back Cover

NATA Directory - Inside Back Cover

NATA Directory - Inside Front Cover

NATA Directory - Opposite Inside Back Cover

NATA Directory - Opposite Inside Front Cover

Ninja AF161 Max XL Air Fryer

Ninja GR101 Sizzle Smokeless Indoor Grill & Griddle

Plane Physics Toy Kinetic Art Balance Toy

RUGER 10/22 CARB 22LR 18.5" 10 #0023-74443

S&W SHIELD 2.0 EZ 380ACP 8RD P #NNC0693

Self Care Gift Basket

Shiatsu Neck and Back Massager

Shot Roulette

Titan Hard Ice Chest Cooler 

TOKAREV TAR TT12 12GA 18.5" 5R #52-H23YD-014818

Two Rocking Lawn Chairs

Vacuum Food Sealer

Vintage Airplane Pictures Propeller Aircraft

Whiskey Decanter Airplane Globe Set

Two Husker Tickets - U Temp (August 31st)

Airplane Globe Decantur with Whiskey

Dewalt Weedeater and Blower

Air Tractor 1.5 Scale Airplane

Hover Star

Dewalt Drill/Driver Kit

Solo Stove 

PURCHASER
Scott Delong  

Chad Walvoord

Allison Johnson

Tim Cahoy 

Ryan Wells 

Brent Vogt 

Drew Cavanaugh 

Tom May

Mike Bietz 

Flynn Baker 

Tim Cahoy 

Chad Walvoord

Shane Root 

Shane Root 

Randy Hardy 

Rick Boardman 

Steve Gross

Steve Gross

Brent Vogt 

Randy Hardy 

John Wright 

Kole Pederson

Rick Boardman 

Shianne Yarrington 

Ryan Stuhlmiller 

Cass Corman 

Matt Treadway 

Cliff Lakey 

Randy Prellwitz

Dave Post 

Dusty Knuth 

Drew Beckman

Brice Riley 

Scott Delong  

Steve Gross

Matt Treadway 

Tim Hoops - GOWAN 

Tim Hoops - GOWAN 

BASF 

BASF - Dennis 

John Hilgers

Greg Nelson 

John Wright 

Tom May

Turbine Conversions 

Chad Walvoord

Brent McDonald 

Randy Prellwitz

Tim Cahoy 

Randy Hardy 

Allison Johnson

Caleb Merchant 

Randy Hardy 

Steve Gross

Flynn Baker 

Matt Treadway 

Steve Gross

Matt Christen 

Ryan Stuhlmiller 

Steve Gross

Turbine Conversions 



Congratulations to our 2024 Scholarship Winners!
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Aerial Application Effect on Local Economy

In 1789, Benjamin Franklin stated, "nothing is certain but death and taxes". In 2023, this statement is still
absolutely true as people grow old and pass on and taxes are revenue for a local economy. Agricultural
aviation provides many opportunities for local economy growth through job creation, increased farming
profits, and food supply safety. 1his ag aviation led growth leads to more tax revenues and thus, a stronger
local economy.

Ag aviation is a significant driver of job creation in a local economy. A National Agricultural Aviation
Association industry survey finalized in 2019 showed the average agricultural spraying operation had 6.2
employees with two of those employees being pilots making $63,000/year. Other employees would include
the owner/operator, office workers, and seasonal personnel. An ag spraying operation also has support
industries such as chemical and fuel distribution companies. These industries have salespeople, material
handlers, delivery personnel and office employees employed as a direct or indirect result of ag aviation related
sales. To a lesser degree, jobs are also created in aircraft mechanics and insurance which also support ag
aviation with their services. The shared characteristic amongst all these employed individuals is that they are
all consumers and investors in a local economy. They are living and/or working in a local area purchasing
groceries, fuel for their vehicles, and other necessities of life while paying taxes on their wages, their homes,
their vehicles, and all those purchases. What starts from a single business entity of ag aviation is exponentially
multiplied throughout a local economy by all the people involved.

A second way ag aviation can influence a local economy is through improved farm production yields. Farmers
are always striving to improve their crop production and yields can be increased when ag aviation is used. The
improved yields result in an increased income for their farmer customers. This is accomplished by ag aviation's
ability to apply crop protection products efficiently, at the proper timing of the crop growth stage, and with
less crop damage compared to use of normal farm equipment. Crop protection products include plant health
fungicides, insecticides, and weed control for crop farmland and pasture. Plant health is improved by the
killing of pathogens, pests, and nutrient/moisture stealing weeds. Ag aviation also works in other ways to help
farmers with their crops. Fertilizer can be applied quickly to help the crops continue to grow strong and
healthy. Late summer applications of cover crop seed aid in keeping the soil in good condition for future crops.
As stated earlier, increased crop yie ds result in increased income for farmers which then benefits the local
economy. According to a 2020 University of Nebraska-Lincoln agriculture economic impact report, agriculture
accounts for 1/3 of Nebraska's economic output. The average income multiplier for every dollar created is 61
%. Applying this information to a cornfield that has an aerial applied fungicide, one can approximate the
economic value created. Increased yield of eight bushels/acre at $4.80/bushel over 160 acres equals
$6,144.00. Applying the 61% multiplier the economic value created in this example is approximately $10,000.
When this scenario is spread over thousands of acres of crop producing farmland, the local economic impact
quickly becomes incredibly large.

Finally, an affordable and safe food supply is critical to a local economy. Without crop protection products to
control crop diseases and pests, crop yield could drop by 50%. 1 Lower yields would significantly increase the
amount of money spent on food by the consumer. This higher cost would take money out of a local economy
because consumers would be spending more of their nonessential dollars on food. Crop protection products
and the professionals that apply them play a valuable role in keeping the food supply safe and plentiful and
money in the local economy. Agricultural aviation creates jobs, increases farm production and profits, and
ensures food supply safety. These three examples may seem small in comparison to other industries' influence
but in the rural farming areas of the United States, agricultural aviation flies strong in local economies.

1st Place - Thomas Thomas



Congratulations to our 2024 Scholarship Winners!
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On the Wings of Airplanes: How Ag Aviation Helps Local Economies Soar

I have watched green shoots poke out of the ground and corn line the undulations of the land. I have

experienced farmers gathering from the field and have eaten food provided by earth-covered hands. I have

attended a public school built proudly on old acreage and have been a part of the living, breathing community

on Phelps County soil. But, as I reflect on what has made this life possible, I don’t look down. I look up.

Agricultural aviation is a vital part of our Nebraska story. The aerial application industry benefits farmers,

provides jobs, and gives back to communities with its mighty contributions to the local economy.

Since its beginning as crop dusting, agricultural aviation has evolved and continues to fuel the ag industry.

Crop producers benefit immensely from the services aerial applicators provide, such as protective spraying

and fertilizing. This treatment of food, fuel, and fiber with products to ward off insects and disease or to aid in

growth is perhaps one of a farmer’s greatest assets. Applications of herbicide, pesticide, or fungicide allow a

producer to cut down on crop loss and thus have a healthier and larger yield. Fertilizer cover can help enrich

soil and plants from above and can contribute to producing more plants on the same amount of land. As often

the most economic choice and as evidenced by higher yield, the aerial application industry is helping to put

money in the hard-working pockets of farmers.

Just as a tailwind brings with it a speeding plane, ag aviation is ushering new lifeblood into my community in

the form of seasonal work, job opportunities, and local businesses. With the arrival of spring and the growing

season come seasonal pilots. These individuals, many of whom work as professional aerial applicators year-

round, come to my small town from far-flung areas of the nation, such as Georgia, Texas, Minnesota, and North

Dakota. While these pilots bring with them accents and ag diversity, they also bring with them billfolds and

flying ability, both of which help better our local economy. And yet, ag aviation takes more than just pilots. My

little town has many aerial application businesses, many of which have been family-owned for generations.

These operations employ a wide variety of ag aviation personnel such as mixers, loaders, mechanics, crop

advisors, and marketers. Each of these positions can be filled by a dedicated citizen of my home town,

contributing to individual financial success and community economic success through the filling of local jobs

with local people.

My community is built around and because of ag aviation. Holdrege is an agrarian community surrounded by

crop fields of all kinds. Farming is our way of life. Just as crop production is strengthened through aerial

application, my community is strengthened by the industry that makes this possible. Our local agriculture

aviation operations are invested into the Holdrege and Phelps County community. These businesses sponsor

and donate to many local organizations and activities, such as our FFA chapter, youth sports teams,

community events, and the Holdrege Public Schools Foundation. Aerial application businesses are almost

always among the first to give back economically to the community they love.

Agricultural aviation is a vital component of my town’s successful economy through its contribution to the

financial success of farmers, local job market, and Holdrege community. As the great-granddaughter of a man

who started one of Holdrege’s first aerial application businesses and one who grew up in the backseat of an

airplane, I can attest to these things. It's in my blood. And with its evident contribution to Holdrege’s local

economy, I can say agricultural aviation is in our blood.

2nd Place - Charli Wells
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Membership Application
2024

Lifetime Membership - $1,500

2024 Voting Membership - $160

2024 Non-Voting Associate Membership - $85

2024 Allied Membership (Supplier/Non-Voting) - $70 per person

$_________

$_________

$_________

$_________

40% of your dues not tax deductible due to lobbyist expenses

Total Enclosed    $_________

The following information will be used in the membership directory

Make Check Payable to:

NATA 
PO Box 10 

Milford, NE 68405 

Phone: 531-289-8323 | Email: kelsey@youraam.com

Deadline to be included in the 2024 membership Directory is March 1, 2024

Name_________________________________________________ Spouse’s Name: _________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________ State___________________ Zip_____________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ Cell Phone: ______________________

Business Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Business Phone: __________________________________ Fax: _________________________________ 
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2024 NATA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
The directory will contain the contact name, company name, address, phone, fax

numbers and emails for each NATA member and allied member.

Please complete the below form and return with payment by March 31, 2024.

Advertising Space Order Form

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR AD IN JPEG OR PDF FORMAT TO KELSEY@YOURAAM.COM

NATA
PO Box 10

Milford, NE 68405

Company Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Contact: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________

$225 Half Page (4.5x3.5) - Full Color Ad

$325 Full Page (4.5x7.75) - Full Color Ad

AD SPACE AUCTIONED AT THE 2024 NATA CONVENTION

Inside Front Cover
Opposite Inside Front

Inside Back Cover
Opposite Inside Back

Back Cover


