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2022 Airman of the Year
This year’s airman of  the year was born September 10th, 1955 in Albion, Nebraska. His family lived west of  
Petersburg where he got his first taste of  aviation when he was 6 years old.
His dad’s good friend Don Bittner landed in the snow south of  the farm yard and gave him and his sister a 
ride. They moved to a farm northeast of  Albion in ’63 and he graduated from Albion High in ’73.

He attended Northeast Community College, then worked various jobs selling in Newman Grove working 
refrigeration maintenance at the cheese plant. He was inspired to start flying lessons with Jack Costello in 
’79 by a coworker who was putting an Ercoupe together in his back yard.

A job and a family put the lessons on hold. His wife Jo and he have four kids. His dad passed away suddenly 
early in ’82 and Ken moved back to the farm to help his mother. He 
decided to stay in farming from then on.

In 1995 after the kids were a little older, he got back into 
flying. He started with an ultralight, then moved to a 
Cessna 140 after he got his license. He put 250 hours on 
the 140 the first year flying it to Oshkosh with Jo in 1999.

In 2000, Ken and Jo bought a farm by Petersburg and 
moved in 2001. He continued farming, raising cattle, 
spending time with family and the occasional over the 
road truck trip. He continued flying, eventually buying a 
230 Cruisemaster out of  California. The trip home was 

eventful dealing with a broken throttle cable in Wyoming, a snow storm & a flat tire while landing 
in Albion, Nebraska.

In 2006, Ken bought a Pawnee off  Ebay and started spraying his own crops for 
experience. He received his senior pilot signoff  from Rick Schindler in 2009 and 
Petersburg Flying Service was born. The Pawnee evolved into an Ag Wagon. 

Followed by a 401 in 2012, which really helped the business take off. And finally what 
he always wanted, a 502. Ken’s plans for the future are to transition a new pilot into 
the business. Ken’s hobbies include flying, farming, fishing, and most importantly, 
family.

The 2022 Airman of  the Year is Ken Schmitz.
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2022 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NATA SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE

Amy May * 
Lea Van Boening
Susan Thomas
Janet Cavanaugh
Mary Boardman
Jenny Goertzen
Rochelle Sihm
Sue Roth
Ellen Thomas
Sara Vogt

Casey Williams (23)
Broken Bow, NE
308-440-2709

PAST PRESIDENT
Brent Vogt (23)
Elmwood, NE
402-540-4610

Robert Shepard (24)
Franklin, NE
308-830-9759

NAAA 
REPRESENTATIVE
Tom May (23)
Holdrege, NE
308-991-6983

EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR &
OPERATION 
SAFE ANALYST
Alan Corr
Minden, NE 
308-830-3086

ALLIED REP.
Craig Nelson (23)
Syngenta
Washington, KS 
785-747-8071

ALT. ALLIED REP.
Cass Corman (24)
Simplot
Clay Center, NE
402-853-1572

Clifford Lakey (24)
Imperial, NE
308-883-2769

VICE PRESIDENT
Allison Donner (24)
Cozad, NE
928-920-3743

Luke Johnson (23)
Cozad, NE
406-672-7559

AJ Underwood (23)
Roseland, NE
402-266-1536

OFFICERS:

DIRECTORS:

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Taylor Moore
Advanced Association Management
Milford, NE
531-289-8323

* DENOTES NAAA SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE

NATA ADVERTISING 
Contact Taylor Moore with questions or to purchase an ad. 

521 First Street, Milford, NE 68405 
Phone: 531-289-8323 | Email: taylor@youraam.com

Randy Prellwitz (24)
Fairbury, NE
402-300-0076

SEC/TREAS
Flynn Baker (24)
Kearney, NE 
402-440-9272

PRESIDENT
Ryan Stuhlmiller (24)
Alliance, NE
308-629-8111
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February 20 - 22, 2023
Younes Conference Center 

North, Kearney

February 19 - 21, 2024
Younes Conference Center 

North, Kearney
FUTURE  NATA 
CONVENTIONS

2022 NATA CONFERENCE PHOTOS
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2022 NATA CONFERENCE PHOTOS
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2022 Convention Comparison

Convention Attendance  2019 2020 2021 2022
NATA Members    126  137  70  116
Spouses     10  11  11  15
Tuesday PAASS Only  15  11  10  4
Convention Only   13  25  5  20
PAASS      108  114  76  119
Exhibits      48  47  30  38
Exhibitor Reps    112  88  61  75

Congratulations 
to our award 

winners!

2022 Airman of the Year
Kenneth Schmitz

2021 Distinguished Service
Tony Schmid

2021 Allied Representative
Bruce Wortman
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THANK YOU TO
OUR EXHIBITORS!

Aerial Guidance Solutions
Aero Guard Aviation Insurance

Agrasyst
AgriSmart Information Systems LLC

Alligare
Assured Partners Aerospace 

Avfuel
BASF

Bayer CropScience
Brandt

CD Aviation Services
Chem-Man by DataSmart

Corteva Agriscience
Covington Aircraft

Dultmeier Sales
EGE Products
Farm Air, Inc.

FMC
Folley Management International LLC

Garrco Products, Inc
Gowan USA

Insero
International Propeller Service

Jet A USA
KUGLER COMPANY

NATA
North Star Aviation
Nutrien Wholesale

Redline Aviation & Propeller
Simplot

Sky Tractor
StandardAero

Storm Aeronautics
Syngenta

UNL Pesticide Application Technology Lab
Wind-Fall Distributors

Winfield United

2022 NATA Scholarship Information

The 2022 NATA scholarships are available to 
any Nebraska high school senior or individual 
continuing their education.

Application forms must be received by 
March 15, 2022. The form can be found 
online at www.gonata.net.

Please read the general instructions before 
completing your scholarship packet. The 
essay topic is: “What role does ag aviation 
play in producing a local commodity?” The 
essay must be a minimum of 400 words and 
must be typed and double spaced.

Application must include the signature of 
a Voting member of the Nebraska Aviation 
Trades Association.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Taylor Moore, Nebraska Aviation Trades 
Association at 531-289-8323 or 
email: taylor@youraam.com

Please send the completed application form to:
Nebraska Aviation Trades Association 

Scholarship Taylor Moore - 521 First Street, 
Milford, NE 68405
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DONOR  AUCTION ITEM     PURCHASER
Mid State Aviation  “Ag Pilot” Wooden Sign     Chad Hendricks 
Mid State Aviation  “Coming in Hot” Metal Sign     Lucas Johnson 
Mid State Aviation  “We Don’t Fly High” Metal Sign     Jim Jones 
NATA   100 Year Tumbler, Aviation book - Black Small  Gift Basket Tom May 
Tom and Amy May  100 Year Tumbler, Aviation book - Grey Lg. Gift Basket  Lucas Johnson 
WinField United  2 tickets to any volleyball game of choice   Randy Prellwitz
WinField United  2 Tickets to the Sooner @ Huskers football game   Ryan Stuhlmiller 
Simplot - Gene Liebig  2 Tickets to the Sooner @ Huskers football game   Chip Cosner 
NATA   2022 NATA Directory - Back Cover     Simplot 
NATA   2022 NATA Directory - Inside Back Cover    BASF
NATA    2022 NATA Directory - Inside Front Cover    WinField United 
NATA   2022 NATA Directory - Opposite Inside Back Cover   BASF
NATA   2022 NATA Directory - Opposite Inside Front Cover   Brandt 
Tom and Amy May  American Wooden Flag     Chad Hendricks 
NATA   ASP-Micro Thermal Imaging Monocular    Ryan Stuhlmiller 
Tom and  Amy May  AT-502 Simulator Training/Safety Course - UNL   Dave Roth 
BASF   BASF Floor Mat       Lucas Johnson 
NATA   Black and Yellow Metal Clock     Alan Corr
NATA   Black and Yellow Metal Clock     Allison Donner 
NATA   Black and Yellow Metal Clock     Drew Beckman
NATA   Black and Yellow Metal Clock     Rod Krupicka 
Beckman Aircraft   Cain Crusher and Hat      Rick Boardman
Arrow Avaition Inc.  Cert. for 100 hr inspection on a PT6 Powered aircraft  Jim Jones 
NATA   Cities in the US photo with frame    Lucas Johnson  
?   Crop Duster IPA Beer     Troy Thomas 
?   Cropduster IPA Sign - Thunderhead Brewery    Troy Thomas 
Sky Tech    Cylinder Lamp      Lucas Johnson 
NATA   Evol. GEN2 GC300 Electronic Predator Call “The Reaper” Flynn Baker 
NATA   Flag Case and Flag      Eric German 
Bloomfield Ag & Aerial Flying Pheseants with sunset photo  “Before the Storm”  Dan Smydra 
Win-Fall    Grand Reserve Whiskey      Greg Wellner 
Gowan    Green Mountain Wood Fire Pellet Grill    Heath Gress 
NATA   Guard Dog Security - Keychain Stun Gun    Dave Post 
NATA    GUN - Calber/Guage 22 Magnum Barrel    Ron Soden 
NATA    GUN - Cricket 22lr Bl/Blue Syn - My First Rifle    Allison Donner 
NATA   GUN - Full Auto Blowback Action BB Rifle    Jon Ivey
NATA    GUN - Henry H010B .45-70 Govt 22”      Brice Riley 
NATA    GUN - Heritage Rough Rider Rancher     Mike Cavanaugh 
NATA    GUN - Keltec Sub2k 9mm 15rd Blk For    Brent Vogt 
NATA    GUN - Ksa Cricket 22lr Tan Syn - My First Rifle    Drew Beckman
NATA    GUN - Standard Mfg S333 Volleyfire     Steve Gross 
EGE Products   Gun Case       Dusty Knuth 
NATA   HOLOSUN Red Dot Sight - HS503CU    Flynn Baker 
HD Arms   Hoodie and Mace       Jimmy Jones 
NATA   License Plate USA Metal Sign     Chad Hendricks 
Brandt    Nascar VIP Prize Package       Susan Thomas 
NATA   NATA Billboard       Luke Meyers 
Bloomfield Ag & Aerial Pheseants by Tractor “Forgotten Forty”    Clifford Lakey 
NATA   Shamrock Doorhanger and Mat  and Bag   Brent Vogt 
Bloomfield Ag & Aerial Sitting Pheseants by post Photo “ Shelterbelt Pheasants” Dusty Knuth 
BASF   Solo Stove - Self Contained Fire Pit     Allison Donner 
NATA   Stealth Cam Digital Night Vision Binoculars & Camera   Mike Hamernik
NATA   Steiner Predator AF 8X30 Binoculars     Chad Wavoord
NATA   Survival backpack with HydroFlask    Brent McDonald 
NATA   The Legend War Bird Series 400 - 6 Axis Gryo Pre-Installed  Greg Wellner  
NATA   Trager Tailgator,  Pellets and Seasoning    Flynn Baker 
HD Arms   Tshirt, Pink Stun Gun and Bag     Tom May 
NATA   Voyages by Godinger Airplane Decanter Set    Brent Stewart
Syngenta   Wavy American Wooden Flag     Brice Riley 
NATA   What happens in the Hanger Sign     Lucas Johnson 
Mid State Aviation  Wooden Airplane Figure     Dan Smydra 
NATA   Wooden Engraved Airplane sign     Tom May 
AgraSyst   Yellow Sky Pilot Model Airplane - Air Tractor AT-502B  Kameron Gradert 
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Don’t Forget to Renew Your NATA Membership Before March 30th to be 
Included in the 2022 NATA Directory!

Membership Application

2022

Lifetime Membership $1,500       $__________

2022 Voting Membership - $160      $__________

2022 Non-Voting Associate Membership -  $85    $__________

2022 Allied Membership (Supplier/non-voting) - $70 per person $__________

 
40% of your dues not tax deductible due to lobbyist expenses

            Total Enclosed:  $__________

The following information will be used in the membership directory

Name________________________________________Spouse’s Name:_____________
Business Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City____________________ State___________________ Zip_____________________
Business Phone:_________________________ Fax:_____________________________
Cellular:__________________________  
Email:__________________________________________________________________

Make Check Payable to: 
NATA

P.O. Box 10
Milford, NE 68405

Phone: 531-289-8323

Deadline to be included in the 2021 Membership Directory is March 30, 2022
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ADVERTISING SPACE RESERVATION

2022 NATA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
The directory will contain the contact name, company name, address, phone, fax numbers 
and emails for each NATA member and allied member.

Please complete the below form and return with payment by March 30, 2022.

Advertising Space Order Form 

Company Name:   ___________________________________________________
Contact:   ____________________________________________________________
Address:   ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:   ______________________________________________________
Phone:  ______________________________________________________________
Fax:   ________________________________________________________________

_____ $100 Half Page (4 ½ x 3 ½) – Black and White Ad

_____ $200 Half Page (4 ½ x 3 ½) – Full Color Ad

_____ $150 Full Page (4 ½ x 7 ¾) – Black and White Ad

_____ $300 Full Page (4 ½ x 7 ¾) – Full Color Ad

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR AD IN JPEG or PDF FORMAT
NOTING SIZE OF AD TO taylor@youraam.com

NATA
531-289-8323

taylor@youraam.com
521 First Street

Milford, NE 68405


