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2020 Airman of the Year
This year’s NATA Airman of  the year was born on March 21, 1948 in Norfolk, Nebraska.  He grew up between Elgin 
and Clearwater, Nebraska and spent his early days working, hunting, fishing, and developing a love for motorcycles.
  
Growing up around his father’s piper cub he developed an early love for flying airplanes.  He also found his true love 
for motorcycles and at an early age.  Growing up he spent many days alongside one of  his best friends Jack Hixson 
of  Clearwater.  One of  their favorite stories is when they both took off  from Clearwater, Nebraska in 1965 on a 305 
Gilera and YDS3 Yamaha and rode to the black hills.  With $85.00 between the two of  them and nothing but a tarp and 
sleeping bags it was quite a journey, only to find out they missed the Sturgis rally by one week.  The many stories that 
came out of  that trip were only the beginning of  many motorcycle adventures that are still going on today.

In 1967 he enlisted in the Air force and became a heavy equipment operator. He spent 1969 in Vietnam mainly around 
the Phanrang Air base involved in many construction projects running TS-24 scrapers.  

In 1971 he returned home and pursued his education at the University of  Nebraska 
Lincoln.  During his time in Lincoln he lived with some great friends at 
French quarters apartments and worked for Don Drowd at his Yamaha 
Shop. In our airmen’s own words, “I would have graduated a lot sooner if  I 
didn’t have such a motorcycle addiction”.   Eventually, he graduated with a 
degree in Entomology and returned home to start a crop scouting business 
and farm.

In 1983 he committed to a Commercial Pilots license, building time in a 
rented Bellanca Scout and in 1984 with a senior pilot sign off  from Carol 
Rutebories started Schindler Flying, Inc. based in Neligh Nebraska with a 
Piper Pawnee.

He spent the 80’s like most trying to make a dollar and not give it all to the 
bank.  In the late 80’s he purchased John Weatherly’s second airplane and after replacing the left spar, used it in the 
spraying operation until purchasing an A model cat from Gary Wells in the early 90’s.

In 1994 he began selling Ag chemicals as the Creston Dealer in the area and the business 
continues today.  In the late 90’s he converted his 450 Ag-Cat to a Garret -1 and began using 
it as the flagship aircraft for his business.  As fungicide business grew he purchased a B 
model Ag Cat and converted it to a -1.  Currently, he and his son Nick operate two Goering 
Thrushes, two Weatherlys and his original Pawnee in Neligh, NE while his son Jason operates 
his business 40 miles west in O’Neill, NE.

He now has five grand kids between his three children Jason, Amanda and Nick. He spends 
much of  his time pursuing his love of  riding motorcycles, flying airplanes and visiting with 
farmers.  He has been a long time member of  the NATA and continues to stay involved 
in the industry.  He is a true patriot and devotes time to the Legion Riders and the causes 
they support.  He has also always given time and resources to starting new individuals in the 
business.  Five of  them have gone on to form their own Part 137 Agricultural Operations.

The 2021 Airman of  the Year is Rick Schindler
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2021 OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NATA SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE

Amy May * 
Lea Van Boening
Susan Thomas
Janet Cavanaugh
Mary Boardman
Jenny Goertzen
Rochelle Sihm
Sue Roth
Ellen Thomas
Sara Vogt

PAST PRESIDENT
Casey Williams (22)
Broken Bow, NE
308-440-2709

PRESIDENT
Brent Vogt (22)
Elmwood, NE
402-540-4610

VICE PRESIDENT
Tony Schmid (22)
Alliance, NE
308-760-1608

NAAA 
REPRESENTATIVE
Tom May (22)
Holdrege, NE
308-991-6983

EDUCATION 
DIRECTOR &
OPERATION 
SAFE ANALYST
Alan Corr
Minden, NE 
308-830-3086

ALTERNATE 
ALLIED REP.
Craig Nelson (22)
Syngenta
Washington, KS 
785-747-8071

ALLIED REP.
Bruce Wortman (22)
BASF
Lincoln, NE
402-937-2019

Clifford Lakey (22)
Imperial, NE
308-883-2769

Allison Donner (22)
Cozad, NE
928-920-3743

Casey Williams (23)
Broken Bow, NE
308-440-2709

AJ Underwood (23)
Roseland, NE
402-266-1536

OFFICERS:

DIRECTORS:

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Taylor Moore
Advanced Association Management
Milford, NE
531-289-8323

* DENOTES NAAA SUPPORT 
COMMITTEE

NATA ADVERTISING 
Contact Taylor Moore with questions or to purchase an ad. 

521 First Street, Milford, NE 68405 
Phone: 531-289-8323 | Email: taylor@youraam.com

Randy Prellwitz (22)
Fairbury, NE
402-300-0076

Flynn Baker (23)
Kearney, NE 
402-440-9272

SECRETARY/
TREASURER
Ryan Stuhlmiller (22)
Alliance, NE
308-629-8111



The NATA Voice            3

February 28 - March 2, 2022
Younes Center, Kearney

February 20 - 22, 2023
Younes Center, KearneyFUTURE  NATA 

CONVENTIONS

2021 NATA CONFERENCE PHOTOS
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2021 NATA CONFERENCE PHOTOS
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Thank you to our 
2021 sponsors!

Diamond
BASF

Syngenta

Platinum
AgriFlite Services, Inc.

Bayer CropScience
Gowan USA

Meridian Ag Distribution

Gold
Aero Guard Aviation Insurance

Chem-Man by DataSmart
Helena Agri-Enterprises

Silver
Corteva Agriscience

Farm Air, Inc
Hardy Aviation

North Star Aviation
StandardAero

Windfield United

Bronze
Transland

2021 Convention Comparison

Convention Attendance  2018 2019 2020 2021
NATA Members    137  126  137  70
Spouses     12  10  11  11
Tuesday PAASS Only  12  15  11  10
Convention Only   20  13  25  5
PAASS      108  108  114  76
Exhibits      52  48  47  30
Exhibitor Reps    92  112  88  61

Congratulations 
to our award 

winners!

2020 Airman of the Year
Rick Schindler

2021 Distinguished Service
Tom May
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THANK YOU TO
OUR EXHIBITORS!

Aero Guard Aviation Insurance*
AeroFlow Systems, Inc.

Agrasyst
AgriFlite Services, Inc.*

BASF*
Bayer CropScience*
Bosselman Energy*

Chem-Man by DataSmart*
City Service Valcon

Corteva Agriscience*
Covington Aircraft

Dultmeier Sales
Fairbank Equipment

Farm Air, Inc.*
FMC

Gowan USA*
Hardy Aviation Insurance*
Helena Agri-Enterprises*

Insero
Jet A USA

Lane Aviation, Inc.
Meridian Ag Distribution*
North Star Aviation, Inc*

Nutrien Wholesale
Pratt & Whitney Canada

Redline Aviation
Sky Tractor

StandardAero*
Storm Aeronautics

Syngenta*
Transland*

Turbines Inc.
Valagro

Wind-Fall Distributors
Winfield United*

* Denotes Sponsor

2021 NATA Scholarship Information

The 2021 NATA scholarships are available to 
any Nebraska high school senior or individual 
continuing their education.

Application forms must be received by 
March 15, 2021. The form can be found 
online at www.gonata.net.

Please read the general instructions before 
completing your scholarship packet. The 
essay topic is: “Why is Agricultural Aviation 
Important?” The essay must be a minimum 
of 400 words and must be typed and double 
spaced.

Application must include the signature of 
a Voting member of the Nebraska Aviation 
Trades Association.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Taylor Moore, Nebraska Aviation Trades 
Association at 531-289-8323 or 
email: taylor@youraam.com

Please send the completed application form to:
Nebraska Aviation Trades Association 

Scholarship Taylor Moore - 521 First Street, 
Milford, NE 68405
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DONOR   AUCTION ITEM   PURCHASER
Agrasyst    Crown Royal and Turtle Chocolates  Wes Sharp
Agri-Tech Aviation   Aviation Picture    Steve Gross
BASF    2 BASF Stools    Troy Thomas
Becker Aircraft Maintenance Certificate 100Hr Inspection & Hat  Rick Boardman
City Service Valcon  P-40B Tomahawk Die-Cast Replica  Jan DeLong
Dultmeier Sales   Cabela’s Gift Card    Steve Gross
EGE Products   Plano Gun Case    Gary Wells
Fairbanks Equipment  Indoor Portable Heater   Wes Sharp
Meridian    NCAA Volleyball tickets and 1 night stay BASF
NATA    Wooden Propeller    Mike Cavinaugh
NATA    Deer Pong    Dan Stork
NATA    Grill Sheets and Beer Can Opener  Neil Wicke
NATA    Knife Sharpener    Chad Valver
NATA    Portable Pocket Projector   Ryan Stuhlmiller
NATA    Yoo Tech Charging Pad   Shawn Penner
NATA    Pet Urine Dectector   Tom Stanton
NATA    Portable Blender    Dan Stork
NATA    Aviation Pin-Up Picture   Luke Johnson
NATA    Construction Trucks Toy   Randy Prellwitz
NATA    Hair Shampoo Brush   Luke Johnson
NATA    Bottle Opener, Wing Nuts, and Blowfish Luke Johnson
NATA    Varsk Contour Gauge   Shawn Penner
NATA    McKinley Tumbler    Scott DeLong
NATA    Wireless Earbuds    Flynn Baker
NATA    Aircraft Engine Cylinder Mug  Luke Johnson
NATA    White Piper Hat    Randy Prellwitz
NATA    Red Cessna Hat    Jim Jones Jr
NATA    White Cessna Hat    Troy Thomas
NATA    Yellow Piper Hat    Flynn Baker
NATA    Black Stearman Hat   Randy Hardy
NATA    Rock Crawler    Sarann Vogt
NATA    Naipo Shoulder Massager   Tom May
NATA    Binoculars    Wes Sharp
NATA    NOCO Boost Pro    Tom May
NATA    Lavender Epsom Salt   Allison Donner
NATA    Popcorn Machine    Matt Hovdenes
NATA    Hamilton Beach Coffee Maker  Flynn Baker
NATA    Ladder     Flynn Baker
NATA    NATA Billboard    Casey Williams
NATA    SVR BB Rifle    Jim Jones Jr
NATA    SVR BB Rifle    Allison Donner
NATA    Toilet Paper Blaster   Tom May
NATA    Pocket Weather Detector   Luke Johnson
NATA    Charlie the Ranch Dog Book   Flynn Baker
NATA    Cabel’s Outdoor Adventure Set  Tony Schmitd
NATA    Directory - Inside Back Cover  BASF
NATA    Directory - Inside Front Cover  Agri Syst
NATA    Directory - Back Cover   Meridian Ag
NATA    Directory - Opposite Inside Back  Agri Syst
NATA    Directory - Opposite Inside Front  Winfield
NATA    Ruger Wrangler Pistol and rounds  Randy Hardy
NATA    Ruger Wrangler Pistol and rounds  Steve Gross
NATA    Henry Engraved Rifle   Clint Olestrander
NATA    Ammo x2    Gerald Reeves
Pratt & Whitney   Leather Jacket    Ray White
Storm Aeronautics   3x Neck Gators    Dale Bittner
Storm Aeronautics   Coffee Mug x2    Jim Jones Jr
Storm Aeronautics   Tshirt     Chad Valver
Storm Aeronautics   T Shirt x2     Kevin George
Stove Creek Air   Scarf x2     Luke Johnson
Stove Creek Air   Fire Plane    Brenda Gross
Stove Creek Air   Gourmet Breakfast Food Box  Sarann Vogt
Syngenta    DeWalt Oscillating Multi Tool with bag Randy Hardy
Tom & Amy May   Aviation Wooden Shelf   Carson Corr
Tom & Amy May   Wooden Flag Picture   Luke Johnson
Tom & Amy May   Bad Ass Work Bench    Craig Nelson
Tom & Amy May   Bad Ass Work Bench   Tom May
Tom & Amy May   Bad Ass Work Bench   Allison Donner
Valagro    Portable Safe & Sporty’s Gift Card  Brent Vogt
Wind-Fall   Buffalo Trace Burboun   Kurt Franklin
Winfield United   Piedmontese Gift Card   Scott DeLong
    Airplane with dog picture   Kelly Bower
    Inch and a half or 2 inch shut off valve Neil Wicke
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Don’t Forget to Renew Your NATA Membership Before March 15th to be 
Included in the 2021 NATA Directory!

MMMMMMMMMM MMMMMMMMMMM

MMMM

Lifetime Membership $1,500       $__________

2021 Voting Membership - $150      $__________

2021 Non-Voting Associate Membership -  $75    $__________

2021 Allied Membership (Supplier/non-voting) - $60 per person $__________

 
40% of your dues not tax deductible due to lobbyist expenses

            Total Enclosed:  $__________

The following information will be used in the membership directory

Name________________________________________Spouse’s Name:_____________
Business Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City____________________ State___________________ Zip_____________________
Business Phone:_________________________ Fax:_____________________________
Cellular:__________________________  
Email:__________________________________________________________________

Make Check Payable to: 
NATA

P.O. Box 10
Milford, NE 68405

Phone: 531-289-8323

Deadline to be included in the 2021 Membership Directory is March 15, 2021
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ADVERTISING SPACE RESERVATION

2021 NATA MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
The directory will contain the contact name, company name, address, phone, fax numbers 
and emails for each NATA member and allied member.

Please complete the below form and return with payment by March 15, 2021.

Advertising Space Order Form 

Company Name:   ___________________________________________________
Contact:   ____________________________________________________________
Address:   ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:   ______________________________________________________
Phone:  ______________________________________________________________
Fax:   ________________________________________________________________

_____ $100 Half Page (4 ½ x 3 ½) – Black and White Ad

_____ $200 Half Page (4 ½ x 3 ½) – Full Color Ad

_____ $150 Full Page (4 ½ x 7 ¾) – Black and White Ad

_____ $300 Full Page (4 ½ x 7 ¾) – Full Color Ad

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR AD IN JPEG or PDF FORMAT
NOTING SIZE OF AD TO taylor@youraam.com

NATA
531-289-8323

taylor@youraam.com
521 First Street

Milford, NE 68405


